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INTRODUCTORY NOTE.

THE present volume is one of a series of selections from
the Punjab Government records which have been published
by the Punjab Government. The volumes constituting the
series are—

The Delhi Residency and
Agency Records ... 1807-1857, Volume I.

The Ludhiana Agency Records, 1808-1815, Volume IT.

The Political Diaries of the
Resident at Lahore and his
Assistants ... 1846-1849, Yolumes
IIT—-VI.
The Mutiny Records—Corres-
pondence and Reports ... 1857-1858,  Volumes
VII and VIII each
in two Parts.

Tt had been intended to issue further volumes also, dea,ling'
with (a) the records of the Karnal, Ambala and Ludhiana
Agencies (including the despatches of Sir D. Ochterlony,
Superintendent of Political Affairs and Agent to the Gover-
nor-General at Ludhiana, and the diaries of his Assistant,
Captain G. Birch), 1816—1840 ; (b) the records of the North-
West Frontier Agency, 1840—1845, and (c¢) those of the
Lahore Residency, 1846—1849 ; but it has been found neces-
sary on financial grounds to postpone the publication of
these further papers. -

The material for the volumes issued has been prepared
and put through the Press by Mr. A. Raynor, late Registrar
of the Punjab Civil Secretariat.

LAHORE:
December 1915.






-PREFACE. o
- THE treaties executed with the Lahore Darbar after. the
‘first 8ikh"War provided inter alia for thelpcation of a British
garrison at Lahore until the-end of the year 1846, to assist
in the reconstitution of a satisfactory administration. Major
-(shortly afterwards Lieutenant-Colonel) H. M. Lawrence
remained at Lahore as Agent to the Governor-Geperal in
charge of - the political relations.of the British Government
with the Darbar: - '
2. This arrangement continued until the Treaty of
Bhairowal executed in Deeember 1846, when the Lahore
'Government, in-return for the continued service of the
British garrison, agreed to admit of more direct supervision
during the mmonty of the Maharaja. Lieutenant-Colonel
H. M. Lawrence was then made Residentds well as Agent
to the Governor-General for the North-West Frontier, which
“continued to be the designation of the appointment until
the 6th March 1848, when it was altered to that of Resident
-at Lahore and Chief Commissioner of the Cis- and Trans-
Sutlej States.

3. Lieutenant-Colonel -H. M. Lawrence held the oiﬁce

‘of Agent to the Governor-General North-West Frontier,
and Resident at Lahore, from the 1st January to ihe 30th
November 1847, when he proceeded on sick leave to Europe.
He had been absent at Simla from the 21st of August to the
17th of October 1847, during which period Mr. J. Lawrence,
Commissioner and Superintendent of the Trans-Sutle) States,
acted as Resident and Agent to the Governor-General in
addition to his other duties. Mr.J. Lawrence took charge
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again on Colonel Lawrence’s departure and officiated as
Resident and Agent to the Governor-General until relieved, on
the 6th March 1848, by Sir F. Currie under the designation
of Resident at Lahore and OChief Commissioner of the
Cis- and Trans-Sutlej States. Sir F. Currie was in charge
when the second 8ikh War broke out in April 1848. On
March 29th, 1849, the Punjab was annexed and the Govern-
ment passed into the hands of the Board of Administration
composed of Sir H. Lawrence, Mr, J. Lawrence and Mr. C.
Mansel.

4. The work done by the Assistants to the Resident in
the interval between the Sikh War and during the progress of
the second S8ikh War is the main subject of the fourth, fifth
and sixth volumes of this series. The present volume deals
entirely with the diaries of Lieutenant Herbert Edwardes
who was deputed to the Bannu Frontier in February-May
1847 and again in November 1847. He has himself in his
fascinating book ¢ A Year on the Punjab Frontier’ described
his adventures in the frontier districts, and the large part
which he played in the campaign which followed the assassina-
tion of Vans Agnew at Multan in April 1848; but the
official records of the time may also be found of interest.
Lieutenant (afterwards Sir Herbert) Edwardes was born in
1819 and was less than 27 years of age when he wrote the
diaries with which this volume begins,. He was Commis-
sioner of Peshawar during the Mutiny and died in December
1868,
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No. 1.—Political Diary of Lieutenant H. B. Edwardes,
Assistant to the Resident at Liahore, on deputation to
Bunnoo, from the 13th to the 15th February 184%.

I3th February 1847.--Left Lahore at 2 o'clock p.M. ; drove one
march and rode three; reached my tent at Oodoowalee at 2 o’clock in
the morning of 14th. By the perambulator, which waslent me by
Captain Sayers, Assistant Quartermaster-General at Lahore, the
distance appears to be only 51 miles and two furlongs as follows :—
From Lahore to Pindce Dass ke kote .. 134 miles.

Thence to Busuntpoor (or as it is common-
ly pronounced Sunnutpoorah } b

’ ,» Muttooah . e 13,
' ,, Oodoowalee . 13, 2 furlopgs.
5t ,, 2furlongs.

The late rain, however, slight as it has been, has covered the country
with water and cultivation, obliterating almost all trace of the road after
passing Busuntpoor ; and stormy weather setting in with the evening
it was difficult to keep a torch alight: the guides in consequence lost
my way for me instead of finding it, and we went stumbling on
through dark and drizzling rain all night. These marches must be
very heavy in the regular rainy season, particularly the first, which
is cut up by ravines and water-courses, and seems almost abandoned
by the cultivator. It has two bridges at its worst points® of very
eccentric construction, one three or four miles from the right bank of
the Ravee, very old, and built (on the authority of -the Maharajah’s
postillion!) by Shah Dowlah, the other (on the same authority) by
Runjeet Sing, at a place called Bagh Buchchah, in evident imitation of the
former. Both for want of repair are almost useless. Beyond Busunt-
poor was pitched a camp of Zumboorchees, detached from Kahn Sing,
Mujetea, and under command of one Jye Sing. They were professedly
going to Bunnoo Tank, but were waiting for orders (more probably
pay) from Bukshee Bhuggut Ram. I hope Bunnoo Tank will be settled
before these people come up.

* Vide Sketch,
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14th February 1847 —Marched at midday to Ramnuggur on the
bank of the Chenab, by the perambulator 16 miles. The country a
broad and level plain, chiefly grass, little cultivation. Crops backward
compared with the Manjha; villages few and far between. About
five miles from Ramnuggur is a considerable place called Akalghur.
Numerous walled gardens on either side the road argue wealthy
residents of the upper class; probably it is a favourite spot for jageers.
A severe storm set in with hail just as [ reached Ramnuggur, and
continued in rain all the evening. Great trouble with the Irregular
Cavalry sowars who are along with me. On the line of march was
stopped by zumindars crying ‘“ Furiyad! Sahiblog ! ”” and was told
my people had seized some cultivators to carry my baggage. A mile
farther overtook the pressed men carrying the head and heel ropes,
horse clothing, etc., etc., of my Duffadar and 12 troopers. Released the
men ; threw down the loads; and left the two sowars who were riding
with me to bring them up. At Ramnuggur they wanted to know
where they were to put up. ‘“ Where are your own pauls?” Left
behind ! It comes out they have not brought their faltoos, trusting I
suppose to seizing begarees and finding free lodgings at every march.
Came to an explanation on this head ; but wonder what amount of Sindh
and extra batta would induce an Irregular sowar to pay his own
coolees? Was accompanied on the march by Gholam Surwur Khan
and another Jageerdar of Tank, with a sowar or two; I believe they
have 20 along with them. General Cortlandt’s force crossed the
Chenab to-day, as my informant said ¢ hearing that I was coming!"”
There is a Cavalry Regiment still here, the *“ Churunjeet ;”" Colonel,
Jodh Sing Man ; Commandant, Bussawah Sing; 760 sowars (80away
on leave). No news of Sirdar Shumshere Sing.

I5th February—Heavy clouds and spitting rain. Ordered my
tent to Ghunnah, 7 koss on the other side of the river; but hearing
afterwards that only part of Cortlandt’s men crossed yesterday, that the
rest are to cross to-day, and that Cortlandt himself is only a koss or two
on the opposite side, directed my camp to be pitched near his, that we
may keep together in future. No arrangements made here for a
dawk of letters to and fro: though I remember reading in the Lahore
Ukhbars several days ago that the Durbar had ordered a dawk to be
laid all the way to Bunnoo Tank. Probably it is on another road.
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Between the showers blue hills distinctly visible on the other side of
the Chenab : the people say the one in front of us is Meeanee,

VisiTs.

Oodoowalee, 1 4th February 1847.—Gopal, a Moonshee who is Kardar
of this and four other villages, called to pay his respects. Said the camp
which has gone on behaved very well ; that Misr Rulla Ram (who is his
master and has just made him a Kardar) is a very good man ; that
these villages are held in ZjaraZ by the Misr, and were formerly with
Mooltan ; that the disagreement between the Chung and Mooltan
Governors is not about police matters, but about their mutual boundary,
the river not separating the zlakahs in all places, part of one pergunnah
lying on the other side, etc., etc.

A zumindar called immediately afterwards and declared the camp
which has gone on plundered a good deal ; and that Misr Rulla Ram is
a great screw. This he qualified by observing parenthetically ¢ All
Kardars are screws. The revenue is easily paid, but not so easily the
people who collect it. We were better off under Mooltan. Moolraj’s
bundobust is very fair.”” This is a great place for goor.

Ramnuggur, 14th February.—A wretched Moonshee who says he is
Kardar called to make a salaam.

15th February.—Another Moonshee, naib of the above, called to
hope his master had given satisfaction ; but as no notice of my coming
had been sent by the Durbar, no preparations had been made for
russud, etc. Found all that was necessary notwithstanding.

Bussawah Sing, Commandant of the Churunjeet Sowars, called to
apologise for his Colonel not coming; the said Colonel being away at
his jageer. The regiment is ordered fo wait here Uill it gets pay; but
as that is rather indefinite I shall beg them to join Cortlandt to-morrow.
In the meantime I have told the Commandant to summon his Colonel
from the country-house.

HERBERT B. EDWARDES,
Assistant Resident,
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No. 2.—Political Diary of Lieutenant H. B. Edwardes,
Assistant to the Resident at Liahore, on deputation to
Bunnoo, for the 15th and 16th February 1847.

15th February 1847.— Crossed the Chenab and joined Cortlandt’s
camp. The Chenab is three miles from Ramnuggur ; and at this time is no
more than 300 yards wide at the ghat, but has arapid current. In the
course of last year it shifted its channel nearly half a mile to the southward
leaving its old bed a broad, barren nullah full of quicksands; difficult
for guns and still worse for hackeries. The Sikh troops were encamped
in a very orderly manner on the high slip of land which divides the
present channel from the old. Rain at intervals nearly all day.

Colonel Jodh Sing Man’s Moonshee reporting that the treasure to
pay the Churunjeet Sowars had arrived within a few koss of their camp, 1
wrote back to the Colonel to say that he might either halt at Ramnuggur
another day to pay his men, and then join Cortlandt by a forced march
the day after; or join to-morrow, and give out pay upon the march.
Sad accounts from General Cortlandt of the bad equipment of the force
in every way ; short of men; short of ammunition; short of carriage.
Never heard anything like his statement ; and begged him to have a
muster-parade to-morrow to see how things really stand.

16th February.—Marched with the force to Phaleah, 13 miles
7 furlongs; very severe work for the wheeled carriage crossing
the old bed of the river ; hackeries stuck fast in all directions. The Salt
Range clearly in sight all the morning. Found the village of Phaleah in
great perplexity with two Thannadars, and not knowing to which to
pay allegiance; after hearing both sides it appeared that Phaleah and
three other neighbouring villages have been given in Zjareh to Mool
Sing (Vukeel of Sirdar Tej Sing) who has sent his own brother to be
Thannadar and collector of revenue. The former Thannadar won't
give up the mud fort without an order from Dewan Moolraj, who put
him in. Accordingly Mool Sing’s brother has sent on his credentials for
nspection by the Dewan at Pind Dadun Khan ; and both parties await
the answer. This district was successively held by Kahn Sing, Kohareah,
and Misr Umeer Chiund. The zumindars speak moderately of the for-
mer ; he was just in collecting the stipulated revenue, but he was cruel
and arrogant. Of the latter there is but one testimony ; that he was
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a “ burrah’ealim.” They speak very fairly of the present man, Moolraj :
that he has brought a good character with him ; and if he is a 2alim he
has not shown it yet. But then the revenue is not collected yet. The
fame of the good government in Mooltan is certainly widespread, and
must represent a substantive good. Itis quite pleasing to hear. No
likelihood of the baggage coming up till nightfall; so agreed to a halt
tomorrow ; and propose to make the best of it by a flying visit to the
fort of Rampore, of whose strength and recent fortifications by Rajah
Lal Sing we have heard so much. It is in the hills on the other side
of the Jheylum, about three marches from this.

In the evening a muster-parade, which [ attended with
General Cortlandt. His own two regiments are strong and in
good order; but have not got a round of ammunition either in pouch
or magazine. Bishun Sing’s and Purtab Sing’s regiments could not
have mustered two companies each. (Cortlandt has promised me the
returns, but not yet sent them.) The men of the former have ten
rounds in pouch, but no magazine; those of the latter corps not
a round anywhere! Of one of these corps the number of those
absent without leave alone was, I think, 135, and of the other
115. Hardly half the officers of either are present. The Artillery
is completely equipped with 500 rounds of shot and 200 of shell
per gun. Gunput Raie, who has to supply the magazine stores,
loaded the only 19 camels Cortlandt could get for his magazine,
with one lakh of balls, 50,000 flints, and no powder! (For 8oo
men the magazine complement is 80,000 ball cartridges, 16,000 flints,
and 50 maunds of powder, all of which, with wax cloth, bullet-
moulds, etc., take 30 camels.) The proper indents are stated to
have been sent in; and the requisite orders issued by the Durbar
to Gunput Raie in charge of the magazine, and Suzawar, Furash,
in charge of the Shooturkhanah, but neither of those officers chose to
comply. General Cortlandt seems to have done his best to get what
was right, but would have done better to report his deficiencies to Colonel
Lawrence when he found the Durbar inattentive to his complaints. The
Baboo Pandah Regiment is bodily in the rear, one march from
Lahore, where it was_halted when last heard of. The Futteh Regiment
is on its march from Jhung; and will join us on the other side of the

Jheylum,
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VisITs.

15th February 1847.—Camp, right bank of the Chenab. General
Cortlandt brought all the Colonels, Commandants, Adjutants, and Majors
to call on me, Talking to them about the new marching and trans-
Indus bazta, 1 learnt that no regular order on the subject has yet
reached them through the Durbar, consequently the amount of the trans-
Indus batta, and the batta to be drawn by all the officers is unknown ;
all seem very much pleased with the regulation, and say it is one which
Avitabile recommended long ago.

Colonel Jodh Sing’s Moonshee called, having come across from
Ramnuggur to show me the purwannal ordering the regiment to halt

there for pay.

16th February.— Phaleas.—The former Thannadar and a brother of
Mool Sing, Vukeel, who has just been appointed to supersede him, called
separately to plead their cause, as did also the zumindars of the
place to ask who they ought to obey? For a wonder they seem well
inclined towards the old one.
HERBERT B. EDWARDES,
Assistant Resident.

No. 8.—Political Diary of Lieutenant H. B. Edwardes,
Assistant to the Resident at Lahore, on deputation to
Bunnoo, for the 17th and 18th February 1847.

17th February 1847.—Started with General Cortlandt at 4 a.m. for
Rampore. Rode one horse to the village of Shuheedanwalee, about
14 miles, fully ten of which are jungle; another horse to Darapoor,
on the right bank of the Jheylum, about nine miles ; and a camel thence
to Rampore, about nine miles farther. The country between Shuheed-
anwalee and the Jheylum is highly cultivated, and shows the finest
crops I have seen this season. The Jheylum is nowlow; and at the
Russool and Darapoor ferry, where we crossed, it was not more than
300 yards wide, but an extensive bed of dry sand, and the high banks
on the left show that it is both broad and rapid when in flood. From
Darapoor to Rampore is a poor country, still more impoverished this
year by the ravages of locusts, which filled the air and might be seen
moving along in a dismal cloud from field to field and village to village






L]

FRIpISIY TuNSIIS Y
‘SIQUVMAY ‘8 1L¥TTUIH

: *340) 3q)-at [PM ON
‘#31qq3d Y¥M POXII PRI JO SPRW [{EM
‘spJek 0g 0qE ‘Y 0) "% moy) Jpwmyg
.spaf oot anoqe '3 0} J wouy Pua

‘ ‘auoyg—'9ed L[uo ayy ‘2

sy paR P

WI440) prLn OM], n.u
Bung— RPN oqL ‘o

(6 #bvd opy)
ss0dtwro) fo Ji0



DIARIES OF LIEUTENANT H. B. EDIVARDES, 1847. 9

as they were driven onwards by the drums, shouts, and curses of
the wretched zumindars.. Low hills descend almost to the river at this
point, on the right bank; on the left is seen the Kohar range, behind
which in the distance tower the snowy mountains of Cashmere. Amongst
them I could easily distinguish the peaks of the Baramgulla Pass.
Rampore is an insignificant cluster of 20 or 30 huts round about the fort
built by Rajah Lal Sing; and it is difficult to imagine what can have
induced the Rajah to choose such a spot either for a house or a strong-
hold. The country is barren ; and the position absurd. Originally the
village belonged to a petty Mullick, but was absorbed in the kingdom
of Runjeet Sing, who allowed the former possessor a fourth of the
produce. On the Mullick’s death even this was taken away from his
son, Mullick Sultan Muhmood, who in consequence lived at Rampore
in the utmost poverty, and might well expect to escape farther notice,
but four years ago Rajah Lal Sing ‘then living at Sunghoyee)
happened to ride that way, and took a fancy to build a fort there. So
he seized the poor Mullick and imprisoned him, with what object is
not obvious, and commenced the present fort. A year ago Lal Sing
released the Mullick again, and gave him a village in jageer, worth
rupees 500 a year. He has lived to show strangers over the Rajah’s
fort; and considers his own case as by no means the least instrumental
in transporting Lal Sing to “Kalah panee.” The Rajah conceived and
drew out the plan of the fort himself; and entrusted the building tc
Roop Lal, his Kardar. There is no well in it; and no ditch round the
wall, which is so low that one soldier standing on another's shoulders
could climb over it. ‘The approach up the little hill on which it stands
is gradual and easy, while the hill itself is only a few yards from the
back of the fort; and an enemy has only to carry a few swivels up
behind to drive all the garrison either out of the gate or into the
citadel. The latter seems to be a double-storied quadrangle of rooms
opening inwardsto a cg)urtyard ; but it is at present full of the Rajah’s
property, and sealed up. Three guns were found in the fort by the
officer sent by the Durbar to confiscate the place. To defend the rear of
the fort from being turned as above suggested there is a small tower
perched on the brow of the hill; but from a hasty glance I should say its
fire might just be depressed into the fort itself, but could not touch an
enemy who had got between the two. Altogether a more unmilitary
2
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fort I never saw; and the Rajah is much belied by the report that he
had built a castle unconstitutionally strong. There is just one month in
the twelve—after the rains—when Rampore may have some pretensions
to difficulty of approach. At the foot of the little plain in which the
hill glides away is the broad bed of a nu/lah, called the Boonhah, which at
that season comes down from Pothowar; and judging from its width
the stream must be considerable. At present it is quite dry. Reached
camp again at half past eight p.mM., and found that Sirdar Shumshere Sing,
Sirdar Kripal Sing, the Churunjeet Sowars, the Baboo Pandah Regi-
ment and the zumbooraks had come up during the day.

18th February 1847.--Marched to Basoo Suhwahwah, 11 miles and
3 furlongs. Jungle interspersed with cultivation “few and far
between.” About seven miles from Phaleah the road passes through a
village named Mangtah, where there is a handsome Thakoordwarah
built by Rajah Goolab Sing and conspicuous far over the jungle. Some
Babahs reside there, and the place is of great sanctity. Runjeet Sing
always halted there to hear the Grunth read.

Numerous complaints to-day, chiefly of robberies unenquired into or
unredressed. One very bad case from the village of Shuheedanwalee,
where I went yesterday. The villagers related the circumstances to
me then; to-day I got their urzees. They seem to have been treated
with great violence by the Jageerdar, Sirdar Goormookh Sing, Lumbabh,
whose name is very bad in these parts. I hope to meet him in a day
or two.

VisIts.

18th February—Basoo Suhwahwalk.—General Cortlandt brought
me the muster rolls of the Jammadarwallah and Purtab Sing Regiments,
from which it appears that in the former §52 are present with the flag,
the complement being 803, and in the latter 232, the strength being
732. A muster of the Baboo Pandah Regiment will be taken this
evening.

Sirdar Shumshere Sing, Sirdar Kripal Sing and Sirdar Soorjan Sing
called. The former complained that the sumébooraks were already two
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on a camel, soill were they supplied with carriage at starting. I begged
of him to take a muster of the Cavalry to-morrow and write to Sirdar
Tej Sing urgently for ammunition.

HERBERT B. EDWARDES,
Assisiant Resident.

No. 4—Political Diary of Lieutenant H. B. Edwardes,
Assistant to the Resident at Lahore, on deputation to
Bunnoo, for the 19th and 20th February 1847.

19th February 1847.—Marched to Hurree Badshahpoor, two small
villages 114 miles from Basoo Suhwahwah. (/N.B.—Itis the custom
hereabouts to speak collectively of villages.) The country almost
unbroken jungle, and on enquiry I am told that the heart of this Doab
is the same wild waste, inhabited by a people as uncultivated, whose
property (when it is their property, and not their neighbour’s) consists
of flocks and herds and whose trade is cattle stealing. Cultivation is
found only on the banks of the rivers. Among the complaints to-day
was one against a zumindar a few koss from here who had stolen a
buffalo four years ago, all which time the owner had been in search of
it, and only found it the other day. He now claims not only the buffalo,
but three calves which she has given in the interim and the value of
all the butter she musz have yielded during the same period The
complainant while loud in his call for justice could not restrain his
admiration at the ability of the thief who had evaded his search so
many years. The Tank Jageerdars inform me there is a disturbance
in Murwut (or Moorut), the Kardar of a place called Lukkee having given
offence ; the Moolkeahs, assisted by some Vizeerees have besieged the
fort. General Cortlandt is unwell; has been so ever since his trip
to Rampore.

20th February.—Marched to Meeanee, 17} miles, of which two-
thirds were still jungle, the rest announces with cultivation our approach
to the bank of the Jheylum. Meeanee is a considerable place, and was
originally the salt mart; but Pind Dadun Khan on the other bank arose
and superseded it. A salute greeted our arrival, fired by two guns belong-
ing to a Horse Artillery troop commanded by Colonel Sekunder Khan,
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son of General Elahee Buksh, and brother of little Muddud Khan, who
commands the Maharajal’'s ¢ Nikkah pultan.” The rest of the guns
arc out in the district. The fort of Meeanee was built by Rajah Goolab
Sing, when Kardar of this district, and is all that could be wished in
a provincial fort, plain, simple but serviceable if kept in order, which
it now is nof. The rough sketch annexed from memory gives an idea
of the plan. The town lies south and west of the fort.

Paid a flying visit to Pind Dadun Khan, whichis three koss from
Mceanee, on the right bank of the Jheylum. The river is now running
in two channels with half a Aoss of sand between them, and in the rains
both unite in one broad flood. The larger of the two currents is now
about 600 yards wide opposite Pind Dadun Khan and flows rapidly. Pind
Dadun Khan consists of three small towns in a line, about 100 yards
from cach other. In the centre one is the fort and bazaar; the
former much like Meceanee in plan, but half as large again, and only
one well of brackish water ; the latter extensive and populous. The
commerce here carried on with all parts of the hill and plaindraws
men of all races to this spot, and gives a motley appearance to the
crowded strects. I was much struck by not seeing one lump of salt in
any of the city shops, though boat-loads innumerable lie on the quay
in large red blocks which glitter in the sun. After riding through
the streets of two out of the three towns I returned to Meeanee and
followed the force to Bheyrah, 11 miles and 3 furlongs. The country
now is well cultivated and fertile.

VisiTs.

19th tebruary 1817—Hurree Badshalipoor.—Sirdar Lungur Khan
of Sahicewal, seut by Dewan Moolraj to wait on me, arrived and presented
a surwarnah. Ihis Sirdar says he accompanied General Pollock and
Colonel Lawrence to Cabul ; and rather thinks he contributed essentially
to the success of the Second Afghan War,

Shah Newaz Khan of Esau Kheyl, and his namesake of Tank,
called in the evening to show a letter from their homes.

20th Frebruary—./eeance.—Dewan Moolraj, Kardar of Pind Dadun
Khan, paid me a visit and presented a swrwarnah. He introduced
Sirdar Guormookh Sing, Lumbah, Sirdar Himmut Sing, Huzarahwallah,
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(son of Maha Sing, adopted son of Sirdar Hurree Sing), Raj Roop,
brother, and Ameer Chund, nephew of Dewan Moolraj ; Dewan Luchmee
Ram ; Sirdar Nihal Sing, Lumba ; Sirdar Jewun Sing, Chachuh; Mean
Waris Khan of Wuttalah ; Misr Gyan Chund, son of Misr Rulla Ram
Colonel Seckunder Khan, son of General Elahee Buksh, etc., etc.,—
atent full. Dewan Moolraj was very anxious to know what report
I had heard of him from the zumindars on the road. 1 told him they
said “ he had brought a good character with him, and only hoped he
would keep it up.” He promises to do so, but says truly he has got a
difficult country : thieves from one end to the other. He was somewhat
surprised at my asking him to enquire into the pros and cons of a case of
theft of four years’ standing which had come to my hearing; and thought
he would have enough to do to adjudicate the current crimes of his
own time. He is very jealous of the good name of his namesake in
Mooltan ; so perhaps he may go the same way to earn it. Asked him
to supply if possible 100 camels, 65 camel saddles, 150 grass ropes
and a maund of sootlce required to equip our regiment and
zumboorahs. After the visit I took Sirdar Goormookh Sing aside, and
spoke to him about sundry complaints made against him to me. He
is an old, feeble man, from whose appearance violence could not be
expected ; but he is ill-spoken of for harsh treatinent and extreme
measures with the zumindars of his jageer, and his best friends allow
that having been a famous soldier in his youth, he is still fonder of the
Jfortiter in re with his people than the swauviter in modo. His age and
apparent infirmities prevented me saying much to him ; but I reproved
his servants, who seem to do what they will with the old gentleman,
and most probably are the parties in fault. They promised to give
me a satisfactory answer to the Shuheedanwallah urzee ; but on sub-
sequent perusal it is only obvious that there was bloodshed on both
sides; so 1 have begged the Sirdar to cry quits with the village, and
release the punches whom he has put in prison.

Sirdars Shumshere Sing, Kripal Sing and Socrjan Sing called ; the
former to report that he had mustered the Churunjeet Cavalry Regiment
and found 556 present out of 770; very few of the absent 114 are so
without permission. The Churunjeet Regiment has, however, no
ammunition ; and I do not hear that any is on the road. The magazine
of Cortlandt’s Regiments and Baboo Pandah’s is said to have come
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nearly up to us. Sirdar Shumshere Sing wished to halt till it arrived,
but it is better not.

A descendant of the Kazees of Meeance, in the days of the Delhi
Kings, called with an apron full of eggs, * hearing that I would not
take zumindar's rupees”! and coolly requested to be installed in the
honourable office from which the Sikhs had expelled his family. In
common with most of the poorer people he is not to be persuaded that
the English have not taken the Punjab. In the inland villages off the
road they laugh at me when I decline the sovereignty which they are
good enough to attribute to the British Government. May they never
be disabused by oppression which is beyond our power to remedy.

Dewan Moolraj, attended by the same Sirdars as called on me
yesterday, met me at the quay of Pind Dadun Khan and showed me
over the fort and town; pressing me also to stay and partake of an
entertainment prepared for me in a tent;this however I declined. In
recrossing the river the Dewan opened his heart as to certain cuttings
and clippings which are being daily made in his ilakah, and which he
thinks are unknown to Colonel Lawrence. Afterwards he sent me a
written statement which I append in translation. The Dewan explained
some reports I had heard of disturbance in Kuchee, between the
Jheylum and the Attock, by attributing it to this very system of chang-
ing Kardars continually. The zumindars of Kuchee, he says, have heard
that Futteh Khan, Towanah, is to get the district ; so they refuse to pay
the revenue to Aim. Syud Meer Shah, who has charge of Bheyrah
for the Sirkar, called on me there. He is an intelligent man of more
polished language and address than is common in the Punjab. He was
educated by Avitabile, and I remember meeting him at Bhimbur on my
return from Jummoo.

HERBERT B. EDWARDES,
Assislant Resident,

(Dewan Moolraj’s statement referred to under “ Visits” on 20th
February 1847) :—

When the Dewan was first appointed to his present post, he
received but one order : that he was to assume charge and government
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of all the country lately held by Misr Umeer Chund, together with the
Salt Agency as follows :—

The Salt Agency as far as Peshawur.
The villages dependent on Ramnuggur
Kadurabad and Kaloowal.

Pergunnah of Goojurat.

The ilakah of Dingah.

The villages of Dhoreah.

Ilakah of Phaleah.

Heylan, Kohar, Bhimbur, Jalup, Bash, Meeanee, Pind
Dadun Khan, Jungur, Kohoon, Dunnee, Jindal, Kuchee,
Kohar, Amudabad, Noorpoor Sohuttee, Jubbee, Ghebah, Mittah
Towanah, Pukkhur, Khooshab, Shahpoor, Tullahgunge,
Kusbah Bheyrah, Lukk, Chahwah, Laleean, Rohtass, Jheylum,
Kalah, Sunghooyeean, Sookkho, Kullur, Julalpoor.

Ilakahs that have since been taken away again :—
Goojurat given to Gobind Sahai.
Dingah |, ,, Dyaram.

Phaleah, Gurhee Lachah Sing,

}given to Mool Sing, Vakeel,
Kohar, Heylan.

Kusbah Bheyrah ditto. Syud Meer Shah.

Rhotass ditto. Misr Roop Lal.

Kullur, Neralee, } ditto. Sirdar Sher Sing.
Sookkho

Jheylum, Julalpoor, } ditto. Misr Roop Lal.

Sunghooyeean, Kalah.

Believes Mittah Towanah is now to be taken away and given to
Futteh Khan, Towanah. Kadurabad was taken away and given to
Bhaie Dull Sing, against whom the zumindars complained at Lahore,
and Dewan Moolraj was ordered to supervise it, but leave the country
with Dull Sing.

The Salt Agency is now given to the Nizamut of Peshawur, in
other words to Sher Sing.

Of the officers with sowars stationed here in Misr Umeer Chund’s

time only four are now left; and without troops the revenue and
other business will be at a standstill.
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The names of those with the Dewan are—

Mean Waris Khan 70 Sowars.
Sirdar Lungur Khan ... ... 105 do.
Sirdar Himmut Sing ... .. 100 do.
Sirdar Jewun Sing, Chachuh 50 do.

True translation.

HERBERT B. EDWARDES,
Assistant Resident.

This statement is full of inaccuracies. ['le Dewan was sent off
the very day of Rajah Lal Sing’s removal to assume flemporary charge
of Misr Ameer Chund's //aka/, as the latter was called in to Lahore to
give in his accounts.

H. M. LAWRENCE,
Agent, Governor-General,

No. 6.—Political Diary of Lieutenant H. B. Edwardes,
Assistant to the Resident at Lahore, on deputation to
Bunnoo, from the 22nd to the 24th February 1847.

22nd February 1847.—Marched only 10 miles to-day to Chuck Ram-
doss; our camels are weak and the Sirdar’s lazy. Dewan Moolraj
sent us to-day a timely supply of 50 fresh camels, which will complete
the sumboorahs, and enable the regiments to leave their worst
animals behind. It is bad economy on the part of the Sikh Government
not furnishing their camels with gram, particularly on a march. A
few rupees are saved ; and a great many valuable beasts of burden lost.
I should be glad of permission to give a feed of gram, however small, to
our camels per diem. The dawk going from camp to Lahore was
robbed last night. My diary of 1gth, 20th and 21st February was in
itt. Dewan Moolraj has been complaining to me of the prevalence
of robbery in consequence of intermixed authorities, so has his
neighbour in this village, Syud Meer Shah; and I have some
suspicions that one or the other of them has brought about this dawk
robbery as a practical illustration of his complaint. There is a
good deal in what they urge; but at least you must put the whole
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Punjab under one Kardar to carry out their views. If they thought
a little more of their public duty, and a little less of petty personal
motives, two Kardars could assist each other in the same ratio that
they now impede. They have their own dignity at heart instead
of the good of the country. Out of four ursees now on my table
three are of cases already appealed, heard and decided at Lahore. It
only remains to carry out the sentence. In two of these three cases
Dewan Moolraj has disregarded the order altogether; and in the other
he prevents Syud Meer Shah from doing his duty by harbouring
the defendant (who is a resident of Bheyrah) in Pind Dadun Khan,
and refusing to give him up. With regard to the robberies in these
parts, stealing is evidently the vocation and livelihood of half the
population. But the worst sign of the state of the country that I
see is this —when theft is brought home there seems to be no restitu-
tion. Every village has stolen cows or buffaloes in it; and the
owners in most cases know where they are, sooner or later having
traced them out. But one Kardar either can’t get another to give
up the stolen property or receives part of the plunder or is met in
his own //akak with violence. Sirdar Lungur Khan informed me
of a village we shall pass to-morrow, which is full of stolen herds;
but the zumindars turn out with swords to defend them. He wanted
me to send a detachment there, which I declined, not knowing
the rights of the case. Had Dewan Moolraj requested my interference,
it would have been a different matter. The remedy for this would
seem to be in the Kardar going the circuit of his district (supposing him
anxious to suppress robbery) as our own authorities are obliged to do.
Cases would then be brought before him and be settled on the spot;
evils would be discovered where existing, and some remedy applied.
Frequent supervision of this kind would do a world of good. At present
neither the thieves care for the authorities, nor the authorities for
the thieves ; unless by accident some obstinate complainant walks all the
way to Lahore to lay his case before the Sahibs; and even then—
as in the cases mentioned above—who knows whether the Lahore
order is carried out or the petitioner punished out of spite on his
return ? When on a representation of the British authorities the Durbar
issue a decree in favour of a complainant, it would be good to call
for a statement of such decree having been attended to. While on
this subject I may mention a very good plan of General Avitabile’s

3
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when he was Kardar of Wuzeerabad, as stated to me by Genera
Cortlandt. To prevent extortion on the part either of the Kardar
himself or his petty officers, General Avitabile proposed to have a book in
every village wherein the instalments paid should be entered at time of
payment and signed by both parties: the books once or twice a year
being reviewed at Lahore.

23rd February 1847.—Marched to Chachur, 13 miles 6 furlongs.
To-morrow we encamp on the left bank of the Jheylum and cross the
force next day. Sirdar Shumshere Sing has written to Dewan Moolraj
to float down hoats from Pind Dadun Khan for the passage. The
Sirdar received a purwannah yesterday giving him full authority
to make any arrangement he might think advisable with the Bunnoo
people; to take less than the aieen if he thought proper; and either
to agree to the revenue being paid at Dcra Ismail Khan to Dewan
Dowlut Raie, or at Lahore ; whichever promised to give most satisfac-
tien,

24th February—Marched to the Jheylum and encamped on the left
bank, opposite Khooshab, 12} miles. Boats have not yet arrived from
Pind Dadun Khan; and there are only 14 now at the ferry. A camel
ford is, however, being now marked out. Here commence our difficulties ;
for the next Doab is described to be very nearly a desert; but there
is a good and cheerful spirit throughout the force, and we shall get over
our little troubles well enough. I am doing my best to make the
men comfortable, by squeezing carriage out of the Kardars en route.
Last night eleven more camels came in from Dewan Moolraj, making
61 fresh ones—a great relief. We want all we can get, for fodder
must be carried for the cattle on the two next marches. Half the
force crosses to-morrow, and proceeds next day to Hadalee, where
there are only three wells, which could not supply us all. The
other half will follow the day after; and all unite again at Mittah
Towanah. Sirdar Shumshere Sing has summoned Dewan Dowlut Raie,
Kardar of Dera Ismail Khan, and his Jageerdars to join us at Esau
Kheyl. After mustering our magazine it appears that General Cortlandt's
two regiments and Baboo Pandah’s are now made up to 100 rounds of
ball cartridge per man; and that Bishun Sing’s and Purtab Sing's
regiments are the only ones of the Infantry whose magazine has
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not come up. The Churunjeet Cavalry Regiment is also in a like
predicament. Bishun Sing has heard tidings of its being on the
road, and expects it to arrive in three or four days. Neither Purtab
Sing nor the Cavalry Colonel have heard of their magazine starting
The zumboorahs have 100 rounds each swivel. The Futteh Pultun
to-day reported from Chung that it had not started to join us, as it is
waiting for pay, but as it has not got far to come, I daresay it will
come up in good time.

Visits.

22nd February 1847.—Called this morning on General Cortlandt
to repert the injury inflicted on the zumindars by the practice common
among the sepoys of tearing up and carrying away the dry thorn
hedges put round the fields of young corn to guard them from the
cattle. I caught several sepoys in the act this morning, and brought
them to camp under a guard. On enquiry I find the system is
more in fault than the soldiers. No notice is given by the Durbar to
Thannadars along a line of road to provide fuel for the army ; and the
consequence is that as the men cannot be sure that they will find jungle
at the halting ground, several out of every company straggle into
the fields on either side the line of march and help themselves as
they go along. Still it is a great injury to the cultivators; and at
a meeting of the Sirdars, General Cortlandt and the Native officers, at
my tent this evening, I requested them to put a stop to the practice
as far as possible among their men, which they readily promised
to do. Of the general conduct of the troops thus far I am happy
to make the most favourable reports; and the new system now
first authorised by the Durbar, of paying for all supplies of green
corn, etc., etc, furnished by the villagers, has proved a very agreeable
surprise wherever we came. The eldest son of Futteh Khan, Towanah,
rode in 30 koss to camp this morning, from Mittah Towanah, to
pay his respects, He is a remarkably fine young man; and seems
modest and unassuming. He has a jageer at the village we shall
reach to-morrow,

23rd February—Camp Chachur.—Sirdar Lungur Khan called
to take leave. Gave him “ a world of advice” for Dewan Moolraj ;
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but am afraid words have lost much of their influence since I dis-
pelled a fearful illusion prevalent in these parts—that Rajah Lal Sing
had been put on a jackass, and carried all round Agra, with his face
blackened !

24th February 1847—Camp opposite Khooshab—Nihal Chand,
nephew of Dewan Moolraj, and Kardar of this place, called with
his subordinate officers and chief zumindars. He seems a stupid
fellow, and could not give an answer to the commonest question
concerning his district without appealing to some of his people.

The Tank Jageerdars called by invitation; and I requested them
to write to any of their friends in Bunnoo and tell them that the object
of Sirdar Shumshere Sing’s mission is not so much to realize arrears of

revenue as to make such an arrangement for the future as would give
them satisfaction.

In the evening I called on Sirdar Shumshere Sing to discuss

arrangements for our further progress. He proposes to write to the
Bunnoo Chiefs to-morrow.

General Cortlandt called to show me a purwannah he had received
from Lahore throwing the whole blame of the sepoys who are absent
without leave on him for not communicating to them the good tidings of

the new DBatta regulations, which the purwanmah says would have
made them go!

The General is quite blameless in this respect ; having by desire of
Colonel Lawrence (and not on any order from the Durbar—for he
received none till to-day) informed the men at Lahore that they
would get one rupee a month marching Baf/a and eight annas more on
crossing the Attock. The purwannah from the Durbar, however, only
says that when the force crosses the Attock, the men will get one rupee

eight annas a month, saying nothing about one rupee marching Batfa,
thus involving General Cortlandt in a new dilemma, ’

HERBERT B. EDWARDES,
Assistant Resident.



DIARIES OF LIEUTENANT H. B. EDWARDES, 1843 21

No. 6.—Political Diary of Lieutenant H. B. Edwardes,
Assistant to the Resident at Lahore, on deputation to
Bunnoo, from the 24th to the 26th February 1847,

24th February 1847 —Marched to the Jheylum, and encamped on
the left bank opposite the town of Khooshab, 124 miles—cultivation the
whole way. Overhauled the ammunition to-day, and found that the
magazine of General Cortlandt’s and Baboo Pandah’s Regiments has
come up, completing those three corps to 100 rounds a man., Bishun
Singh’s regimental magazine is reported within a few marches of us ; so
that Purtab Singh’s Regiment alone of the Infantry now with us will
then be unsupplied. The Futteh Pultun reports not having yet
marched, being delayed for want of pay. It also reports sundry
deficiencies of tents, carriage, etc,, etc., and as ammunition is not among
them, that essential is probably to the fore. The Churunjeet Cavalry
Regiment has no magazine : but they have their swords, which are of
much more use. The Durbar has sent a severe reprimand to General
Cortlandt for not communicating to the force the new order about Ba#a,
an omission to which the absence of so many sepoys without leave is
strangely enough attributed. Had General Cortlandt omitted to tell
the men of the new order the Durbar could not blame him, for he
assures me that they have up to this day given him no authority to do
so. But he did tell the men on his own respongibility, and by desire of
Colonel Lawrence, that they were to have one rupee extra while march-
ing between the Beas and the Attock, and on crossing the latter river
eight annas extra—perhaps one rupee eight annas, for on this point
there was a doubt—but certainly eight annas. All the Native officers,
when I joined the camp at the Chenab, told me they had heard this
from General Cortlandt, but should like to see the Sirkaree purwannah,
so that I think the blame lies with the Durbar, who are of course
anxious to shift it on anybody else’s shoulders. The same with the
magazine. At the time when the Durbar was interrogated by Colonel
Lawrence they might with truth say they had sent off ample stores,
but at the Chenab the force was without any.

25th February—Camp Khooshab.—The guns and Cavalry and the
tworegiments of Infantry crossed to-day to the other bank, and proceed
to-morrow—the Artillery and Infantry to Hadalee, 7 4oss ; the Cavalry to



32 DIARIES OF LIEUTENANT H. B. EDWARDKS, 184).

Mittah Towanah, 12 koss. We follow them across the river to-morrow,
and each division will move on independently across the Doab, one
day ahead of each other, for the convenience of water, which is very
scarce. We all unite again at Meeanwallee, on the bank of the Attock,
where we shall also be joined by the Futteh Pultun, which has now
reported its departure from Chung. At my request Sirdar Shumshere
Sing this day opened a communication with the Chiefs of Bunnoo.
They are reported to be divided into two factions, headed one by Sher
Must Khan, the other by Jaffir Kbhan. With the former ‘/ march”
Bazeed Khan, Dillassah Khan, Lal Baz Khan, and Babur Khan ; with
the latter Meer Alum Khan, Mooseh Khan, Bhubur Khan, Aladad
Khan and Feroz Khan. The Sardar therefore sent two purwannahs, one
to each leader, and I backed him with two others to the same addresses,
in which I endeavoured to assure them that the object of this expedition
was essentially different from that of all preceding ones—peace and not
war, ¢ abadee,” not ‘“ weerance.” Tusullee would seem the only remedy
for such a distracted country as Bunnoo. Scared by tyranny and
inhumanity, they must be tamed by gentleness and justice. Shumshere
Sing (who is very amenable) sent me the rough draft of his letters to
look over. Iam glad he did; for his strain was anything but com-
forting, * Malgoozaree ” being the prominent topic throughout! We
then entrusted the despatches to Khutty Kheyl's Motbir, a stout good-
natured rascal, who will, I think, carry fhems through any difficulty.
The people of Bunnoo have a character for admiring fine clothes, which
probably they very seldom see; and whenever an expedition is sent
that way, it always goes well armed with loongees and scarfs of blinding
brilliancy. Sirdar Shumshere Sing judged this a fit opportunity of
throwing out a bait, so he conferred a crimson Mooltanee khes, and a
scarlet pug, edged with gold, on the departing messenger, and said,
¢ when the Chiefs of Bunnoo see that khkes and that pug they will all
come running in to camp to get one themselves.” This is something
like Captain Cook trading at Owyhee with glass beads and mirrors.
I gave him also Rs. 150 “to buy a horse,” but more in the hope that
he would give it to his master, Shah Niwaz Khan, a poor imbecile boy,
in great poverty. Doubtless he will, for he must be a faithful native
who has followed an idiot into exile.

20th February 1847—Camp Khooshab.—The rest of our force is
now crossing the Jheylum. I went across before breakfast to see the
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town which is built chiefly of mud on the edge of the high right bank of
theriver. It has been repeatedly visited by floods which carried away
whole quarters of the town, yet with the apathy or local attachment of
natives they are still “rooted on Lethe’s wharf.” Khooshab has a
wretched appearance for this reason; here the traces of a street swept
away, there a few Bunniyahs have taken commercial courage, and are
building up again. The Kardar himself lives in the last half of what
was once a fort, the side next the river having long since floated away
in its own great moat—the Jheylum.

The river is here nearly half a mile wide, being the united force of
two channels in which it flows about two Aoss higher up. Below
Khooshab it divides again. The water is of a golden hue. At this
time there is both a camel and a horse ford marked out; and there are
26 boats at the ferry ; but these have been brought from as high up as
Pind Dadun Khan, and as low down as Sahewal. I find it has not been
the custom to remunerate these poor boatmen for the loss they sustain
in leaving their respective ferries to come and pass over the Sirkar’s
army. The plea is that “ they are the Sirkar’s ryots.” So I sent word
to the Sirdar out of the Goolistan that ¢ the shepherd was for the sheep
and not th@®sheep for the shepherd,” and as usual found a quotation
from the adored Sheikh Sadi quite irresistible. He promises to
remunerate each boat’s crew according to the distance they have come
and the time they have lost. Late last evening I received intelligence
that Dewan Dowlut Raie, with Nawabs Hyatoollah Khan, Sumoondur
Khan and other Jageerdars of Tank and Dera Ismael Khan, are on their
way to joinus, and having raised the siege of the fort of Lukkee
en passant are now approaching Esau Kheyl.

Copy of a letter from Lieutenant EpwARDES lo Mullicks Shey Must Khan,
Jaffir Khan, etc., etc., Chief men of Bunnoo,—dated Khooshab,
25th February 1847.
You are aware that a large force of horse and foot and Artillery has
been despatched by the Maharajah to Bunnoo and having crossed the
Jheylum is now approaching.

The Chiefs of Bunnoo are in arrears of revenue; and it has been
the custom of the Lahore State whenever the Bunnoo revenue was in
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arrear to send an army to enforce its payment ; and as the Commanders
of those armies had but one object in view, vrz., to realize the revenue,
they did so at any cost—by violence, by the sword, by burning your

villages and seizing your families. In the end you paid the revenue,
but your country was laid waste.

Now I write this to tell you that the army now approaching is not
coming with any such intentions, and will not act in the same manner.
Maharajah Duleep Sing is young, but he is wise; and he wishes to
cultivate and not to devastate his territory. He desires not merely to
exact the arrears which you owe, but to make such an arrangement with
you for the future as will make you happy subjects, contented to pay
a fair and moderate tribute to a kind King.

With this view he has not sent the army under the command of a
grasping and severe Kardar, but has placed at its head Sirdar Shumshere
Sing, Sindunwallah, a Sirdar of old and honorable family, one of the
pillars of the State, a member of the Council and as distinguished for
kindness of disposition as for bravery in battle. He has full authority
to make any settlement with you which will make you contented and
happy, either to pay the revenue as usual at Dera Ismael Khan or
at Lahore; and I advise you, if you care for your own welfare, to
hasten to meet him, make your submission, and explain your wishes,
and with what arrangement the Chiefs and people will be best pleased.

I repeat that the object of this army is to settle and not to ruin the
country of Bunnoo.

Come in then without delay or fear. The safety and honor of
every man who comes in is on my head.

I have written a similar letter to Jaffir Khan, etc., etc.

Communicate these good tidings to all your friends.

VisiTs.

24th February 1847 — Khooshab.—Sent for all Tank Nawabs and
Jageerdars; and desired them each to write to his own friends, if he had
any in Bunnoo, to quiet their apprchension and assure them of the
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Maharajah’s wish to make a peaceful settlement with that country. As
an illustration of these people :—I proposed to send the Motbsr of
Shah Niwaz Khan, an exile from Khutty Kheyl, with letters to the
Chiefs of Bunnoo. After the interviews one of the Nawabs sneaked
back and confidentially informed me that he and Shah Niwaz Khan were
at issue, his family now holding what Shah Niwaz’s family once hzld,
and if the ¢ Khidmut’ was entrusted to the latter’s man, the negotiation
would not prosper ; in other words that he —the Nawab —would take care
it did not! Told him to leave the tent and to take care he did not have to
leave the camp also. He has since expressed his contrition, but I shall
take care not to place much reliance on his ¢ sense of public duty " !

The Kardar of Khooshab, nephew of Dewan Moolraj, called with
his people: seems obtuse and uninformed on matters concerning his
district ; could not answer a question without ¢ a flapper.”

This evening I called on Sirdar Shumshere Sing for the first time.
He was much pleased; and we sat long, hearing the Lahore Ukhbars
and discussing measures for our further progress. He wanted me to
accept a horse, but got rid of it on the plea of the custom being only
applicable to ‘‘ houses,” and not to visits in camp.

25th February 1847—Camp Khooshab.—Jowahir Khan, Baloch,
son of the old Nawab of this place, conquered by Runjeet Sing, called
to say that now the English were lords of the Punjab, of course we
should restore him his ancient lands. He expressed the most violent
enmity to all Sikhs, and confidentially advised me to get rid of every
Sirdar of Runjeet’s time, without which it is hopeless to settle the
Punjab.

The British Government has a difficult part to play between the
oppressed Musulmans and the oppressing Sikhs. The former excite a
pity now that they are in distress; but listen to their sentiments, and
there is no need of history to convince you that if to-morrow they had
the power they would be oppressors themselves. Between salim and
muzloom the native knows no middle state. The simple fact of my
presence with the force emboldened the Musulmans of Khooshab to
proclaim their hour of prayer, and, as it were, celebrate “ high mass.”
The consequence naturally was that some very orthodox beards were

4
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pulled out by the roots ! and then they come to me for redress —for jus-
tice—after showing the most offensive spirit towards their neighbours.

HERBERT B. EDWARDES,
Assistant Resident.

No. '7.—Political Diary of Lieutenant H. B. Edwardes,
Assistant to the Resident at Lahore, on deputation to
Bunnoo, from the 26th to the 28th February 1847.

26th February 1847.—In the evening [ followed Sirdar Shumshere
Sing and the rest of the force across the river to Khooshab, and received
a visit from Dewan Hookum Chund (son of Dewan Bughwan Dass,
an old and well-known servant of Runjeet Sing) deputed from the office
of Dewan Deena Nath to accompany the expedition to Bunnoo and just
arrived from Lahore. There is a good-natured pomposity about him
which is exceedingly amusing, as if to say “1 am the son of a great
man: look at me |”

27th February —Marched to Hadalee ten miles: grass and scrubby
jungle the whole way. Not a field and scarcely a human being to be seen.
The world seems left behind by mistake. Hadalee is a miserable heap of
mud huts with two wells of brackish water. All day long and half the
night were the sepoys and camp followers fighting and brawling round
these wells, and I know not what we should have done if the force had
not divided. The zumindars say the water obtained from wells here is
unfit for irrigation ; and, consequently, the only fields they have are just
under the hills. The inhabitants earn a hard livelihood by grazing cows
and hiring out camels to salt speculators going to Hindustan. The
scarcity of water here is so distressing, and so impolitic also on public
grounds, that I think the Maharajah’s nuszurs and surwarnahs received
by me on the road cannot be better expended than in sinking a large
well of masonry, for the benefit not only of the inhabitants, but of
troops passing to and fro. The zumindars say Rs. 306 is the average
cost of a small pucka well in these parts. I will leave Rs. 500 in the
hands of the Kardar, and a chupprassee to see the work completed.
‘Letters came in from Dowlut Raie’s camp reporting his Lukkee victory
and the Dewan’s approach to join us. The messenger came across the
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Indus at the Koondool ferry, which is just opposite Meeanwallee,
which they report to be all in one stream at this season of the year,
hard ground on both banks and in every way convenient. It would
save us a long round by Kalabagh if we could cross here, and I sent to
consult Sirdar Shumshere Sing about it. After enquiry it was agreed
to cross at Koondool, and I sent off by a Shootur Sowar a purwannah
from Shumshere Sing to the Kardar of Esau Kheyl to collect 40 boats
at that ferry without delay.

28th February 1847.-—Marched to Mittah Towanah, 64 miles, a
short march but plenty of excellent water. Hence the people say the
place is called Mitiah, a Punjabee version of Meelah, sweet. Hadalee
might well be called ‘“ Marah.” The country still grass plain sprinkled
with thorns, but not a cow or buffalo to be seen, the screaming rock-
pigeon the only living thing. The herds are now all gone to the hills
for pasture. Mittah Towanah is something between a large village and
a small town ; the houses all of mud. Standing as it were sentry over it
is a square mud fort by the roadside, originally built by Sirdar Hurree
Sing. A broad but shallow ditch runs round it; the walls are high and
loopholed, with an eight foot rampart inside ; a bastion at each corner ; and
in the centre of the area a tall tower of solid mnud two-thirds of its height
from the ground ; the other and upper third being rooms for prisoners, who
are here effectually confined without chain or fetter, by the simple
process of taking away the ladder. The idea is quaint and tempered
with a touch of humanity. The gateway is of brick and was the resi-
dence of Futteh Khan and his family ; but Rajah Lal Sing turned them
out, and put a royal thannah of about 50 men into the fort, who hold it
still. Futteh Khan’s family now inhabit a dilapidated dwelling in the
village. In the same gateway over which the Mullick used to live
dwells on the ground floor a grey-bearded Grunthee, who told me with
a little holy pride that amidst all the /roubles, nobody ever troubled Aim.
The possessors of the fort in turn respected his tenure and peaceful life.
When Runjeet Sing first went to Buunnoo he begged the Grunthee's
blessing and gave him a small pension, which he still enjoys. I begged
one also and gave him Rs. 20. There is one well in the Fort, and
seven in the village. I think they said therc were also seven
musjeeds. Approaching Mullick Futteh Khan’s district, Dewan Moolraj,
Sirdar Lungur Khan, and others whom I asked, described him uniformly
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as treacherous to his equals ; generous to extravagance; charitable ;
sharing his means liberally with all who could claim kin with him and
were content to claim no more, but enduring no rivalry in the * Towanah ”
chieftainship. (Inno part of the Punjab have I seen the feeling of clanship
so strong as here: the mcanest cowherd thinks he has said enough when
he has told you that he is a * Towanah.”) Sirdar Lungur Khan, who
is himself some connection of Futteh Khan, but evidently dislikes him
very much, told mec that he believed “if there were seven men in one
house and Futteh Khan was to murder them all but one, the survivor
would say, ‘“Necver mind : Futtch Khan did it: they are his
sacrifice ! Certainly, I have heard little or no complaint in Lis
neighbourhood against Zim, though much against Saheb Khan, Towanabh,
to whom Lal Singh gave part of the district (12 villages, in two of which
he never obtained duk/Zal owing to the Rajalh’s sudden deposition)—see
column of Visits. There is one complaint against his son (in Lahore)
for seizing property in a village near Pind Dadun Khan, but Futteh
Sher Khan, his brother, states it was for arrears of revenue. On the
whole there seems to be no doubt about his unscrupulousness in
removing rivals or enemies from his path, but, comparing him
with other Kardars whose districts I have been passing through,
I do not believe he can be oppressive; or I should have heard something
of it. Of course they all try to keep back complainants ; but in spite of
intimidation, #rzees overwhelmed me on the other side of the Jheylum.
(Moolraj is not answerable for most of them, farther than that he does
not seem to take any notice of what occurred before his own time.)

VisiTs.

27th February 1847—Hadalee.—When at Chachur, the incongruity
of being accompanied by the Tank Jageerdars and by the son of their
enemy Mullick Futteh Khan struck me so forcibly that I determined to
send Futteh Sher Khan on ahead. Shumshere Sing had come to the
same conclusion ; so we agreed to despatch the young Mullick to Mittah
Towanah to make arrangements for supplies. Ile was somewhat like
his father however—hard to get rid of ; and sending off a follower to
collect the russud, he was by my horse's side again next day as usual.
So I told him plainly my reasons for wishing his absence, and he departed
forthwith to Mittah Towanah, as I thought. To my astonishment one
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of the first men I saw in Hadalee this morning was young Futteh Sher
Khan, coming out with smiles and secafuts to meet me! Never did he
look more like his father. With the utmost innocence he * thoaght 1
meant the slakah of Mittah Towanah of which Hadalee is the Aud.”
I reproved him sharply and sent him on to Mittah. In the course of
the day I discovered the cause of his anxiety to be with me, for I was
waited on by a cousin of Futteh Khan's, named Saheb Khan, Towanabh,
who claimed the village of Hadalee by virtue of a purwannah from
Rajah Lal Sing. I told him to give me a copy of it and I would call
on Futteh Sher Khan for an explanation.

28th February 1847—Mittak Towanah.—Mullick Futteh Sher
Khan, with a cousin and nephew of his father’s, called to present me
with a zeeafut and horse on coming to his father’s house. I tried hard to
avoid the latter but could not without offence. I called on him, however,
to explain why Saheb Khan had not got possession of Hadalee, and
another village mentioned in the purwannal, and he declared that no
opposition on his part had been offered ; but it was taken for granted, when
Lal Sing was deposed, that his acts were null and void! He offered to
reinstate Saheb Khan if I thought it right, but represented that Lal Sing
had issued this grant, when Futteh Khan was exerting himself with me
to bring in Sheikh Emam-oo-deen, out of resentment at his (Futteh
Khan’s) siding with the British. In effect the purwannah is dated Asooj,
and I can corroborate the young Mullick’s statement so far that [ remem-
ber, when Futteh Khan came back from (I think) his first wmission to
Cashmere, he told me he heard that Lal Sing was so angry with him that
he had given “ some of his very patrimony to his kinsmen and servants.”
Finally, I told both parties that I would refer the matter to Lahore, when
a decisive order would be given.

HERBERT B. EDWARDES,
Assistant Resident,

No. 8.—Political Diary of Lieutenant H. B. Edwardes,
Assistant to the Resident at Lahore, on deputation to
Bunnoo, from the 1st to the 5th March 184'7.

1st March 1847.—Marched from Mittah Towanah to Wahn-i-
Khyreh, 134 miles of jungle and barren ground ; not a field. Received
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a letter from Mullick Jaffir Khan of Bunnoo expressing entire submission
and pleasure at the prospect of his country being settled. High and
low, the messenger says, are rejoicing at their escape from devastation.
Peace patched up on the occasion between Jaffir Khan and his rival
Sher Must Khan. Replied to the Mullick’s letter with a copy of my
letter of the other day.

2nd March 1817.—Marched to Wahn-i-Bhuchur, 15 miles, still the
same dreary jungle of grass and thorns. “ [a/n” in these parts
signifies a pond scraped in the earth to catch rain water, and such is the
value of pure water in this district that a hole of this kind gives celebrity
to the village near it. Yet there are only three in the whole breadth
of the Doab, and the tradition is that some Conqueror dug them to
smooth the road of his army up to Cabul. Between this * Ila/in”
and the last are two singular eminences covered with graves and tomb-
stones, and sceming in the distance like two crowds of living men
assembled round some prophet or politician. The one is the hered-
itary cemetery of Khyreh, the other of Bhuchur; and they say that
though a native of either village may go to scek his livelihood else-
where, his body is, if possible, always brought here to be buried. This
accounts for the prodigious numbers of the tombs, out of all proportion
to the present population ; though an old Sikh who was riding along
with me this morning, with the utmost gravity, declared that Sirdar
Hurree Sing had killed them all! Rude figures of flowers are scrawled
in whitewash over the upright stones, and on one of more pretensions
than the rest was an attempt at Muluk-ool-mout, riding on his ghastly
charger, but bearing in his hand a cup of water, a sign that the dead
man lived well and died in peace. The village of Bhuchur-ke-Wahn is
in the 7/akah of Kuchee, and has the reputation of being the head-quar-
ters of the thieves and bad characters of the district. They have a
blood feud with the village of Peepul, which is in the Mooltan slakah ;
and it has gone to such lengths that all the women, children, flocks and
herds of Bhuchur have been obliged to go to the hills leaving the men to
fight it out. Dewan Moolraj, of Mooltan, has sent one officer with 30
sowars and 5 sumboorahs to defend Peepul, and if possible effect an
accommodation. If I have time I will send for the Peepul villagers and
enquire into the case. By letters from Dowlut Raie and Hyatoollah
Khan 1 learn that Meer Alum Khan has come in to the former.
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3rd March 1847.—Went to Meeanwallee, ten miles; about half the
distance grass jungle as usual, the rest sand, thinly interspersed with
cultivation. This is just the top of the great Thull, or sand tract which
runs down this Doab to the Sutlej. Great comphaints of the conduct of
the sowars of the Churunjeet Regiment, who came on here with the
first detachment. These men have their own horses, and consequently
Government does not pay for their fodder. The men therefore profit
by plundering the green corn which the Artillery do not. I have
informed Colonel Jodh Sing that neither he nor his regiment move
from here till he produces the razeenamaks of the villagers for every
day's supplies. I have also summoned the zumindars of Peepul to see
if 1can get them to compromise with their enemies of Bhuchur, and
end the feud.

4th Mayrch.—The paucity of boats renders it necessary to divide
again into detachments. General Cortlandt with the Artillery, two Infan-
try regiments and the Churunjeet sowars marched this morning to the
bank of the Indus, about nine koss. (V. B.—The Churunjeets soon settled
with the zumindars when they found their conduct had been complained
of, and I attribute their license to the carelessness of Jodh Sing, their
Commanding Officer, who is not worth his salt.) This morning may be
considered decisive of the present settlement with Bunnoo, for it has
brought letters of the most satisfactory nature from almost every Chief
in the valley ; and news of Mullick Jaffir Khan (one of the most influen-
tial among them) having already joined Dewan Dowlut Raie at Esay
Kheyl. The question of peace or war being now disposed of, the details
alone remain, and the easy terms I am authorized to agree to cannot fajl
to make all rejoice that they have chosen the present course. News of
a tiger between here and the river. Sirdar Shumshere Sing and half the
army gone in quest of it. All this day till dark taken up with hearing
urzees and replies. I take this opportunity of exonerating Mullick
Saheb Khan, Towanah. In my Diary of 28th February, I think I men-
tioned that there were a great many complaints against him in the
Mittah Towanah district. I handed the urzees all over to him for
answers ;and have this day heard his replies seriatim, which are per-
fectly satisfactory. I mention this that my former remark may not
prejudice his claim against his relative Futteh Khan to the ilakas of
Hadalee and Buttalah. He seems a very respectable man, and I am
afraid the cry was raised against him by Futteh Sher Khan.
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5th March 1847 —Meeanwallee.—Bishun Sing’s regimental maga-
zine has reached Hadalee, four marches in the rear, Purtab Sing's is
reported at Ramnuggur still, and the Futteh Pultun will not be here
for ten days, about time to return with us to Lahore.

This day has been very satisfactory. First came on the Bhuchur
revenue; and after a five hours’ fight a settlement was made not only
for the last &hurreef, (the point at issue), but for the rubbee now on
the ground, and the khurreef after it. What is the best part of it, both
parties are happy, and poor Doonnee Chund with tears in his eyes says
I have now collected all the revenue of Kuchee for him by this
morning’s work. Next we took up the blood feud between the same
village, Bhuchur-ke-Wahn, and a tract called Lumbuh in the Mooltan
ilakah, on the bank of the Indus. The details of this case may appear
almost incredible ; as an abstract I may merely mention that enmity has
been existing—now open—now suppressed—between them for years,
and that the balance at last stands thus between them (for so exact and
scrupulous are they in their law of retaliation that they keep a regular
account of floating injuries, and expended men) :—

Loss on the side of the

Lumbuhs. Bhuchurs.

Cows, buffaloes, calves, etc.,

carried off in open forays 1,424 796
Sheep, goats, etc. .. 220 o
Camels e 258 5
Horses 3 2
Cash Rs. 283-2 96
Men killed e 29 22

Both parties have at last consented to a mutual restitution of plun-
der, by solemn oath, each claimant laying his hands on the body of a
sacred Peer in this village, and then to bring any future wrongs into
court and not appeal to the sword. The affair is one of such impor-
tance that to give more weight to the decision I have put it off till
to-morrow.

Visits.

1st March 1847—Camp Wahn-i-Khyrch.—Received visits from
Sirdar Shumshere Sing, Dewan Gunput Raie, Commanding the Ghor-
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churras, Dewan Hookum Chund, Mullick Futteh Sher Khan, Saheb
Khan, etc.—compliments and matters of camp detail.

2nd March 1847 — Wahn-i-Bhuchur—Dewan Doonnee Chund,
Kardar of Kuchee, called, and again paid me a visit in the evening: or
this last occasion he asked my permission to seize and confine the chief
zumindars who would not pay the revenue. He says he has been six
months Kardar of Kuchee, yet they have never paid their respects to him
till the arrival of this force, 1 declined to sanction any violence of which
I did not know the grounds, and sent a purwannah to the zumindars to
attend at my tent to-morrow. The better to find out how matters stood, I
told my Moonshnee to go with the purwannah, on hearing which Doonnee
Chund and his people immediately rose to take leave ; but I kept them
in conversation for fully balf an hour, during which they looked at
each other in the most piteous manner, and worked themselves into such
a state of agitation that I could not help laughing. It turned out that
Doonnee Chund had first collected the zumindars in the fort, and then
come to ask my leave to keep them there! Bidding them all be present
at Meeanwallee to-morrow, I released them.

3rd March—Mecanivallee. —Dewan Gunput Raie, who commands
the Ghorchurras, and General Cortlandt paid me visits. The latter |
says he hears there are quicksands between us and the Indus and
has sent his two companies of Sappcrs and Miners on ahead to prepare
the road through the jungle, slope off the nullahs, and report on the
ground. I think it would not have killed him to have gone himself.

Dewan Doonnee Chund called and fixed to-morrow for hearing the
Bhuchur case. It is very intricate, and the witnesses have to be
collected.

gth March—Meccaniwallee—Dewan Doonnee Chund, Kardar of
Kuchee, attended with his officers by appointment to settle the Bhuchur-
ke-Wahn revenue, but after many hours’ inquiry and listening to the .
most conflicting statements, I was unable to see my way and adjourned
it till to-morrow at sunrise. I will not leave here till it is settled, morec
especially as Doonnee Chund (who seems quite helpless) declares the
whole district is looking to this one village and will either pay or with-
hold the revenue as he or the Bhuchur Punck gain the victory. The
last Kardar, Shamah, or Sham Dass, died, and his papers are nowhere

5
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forthcoming ; so that the district is plunged into confusion ; and poor
Doonnee Chund has a hard game to play.

Dewan Hookum Chund called and was very much in the way. I do
not know what he came here for, nor does he seem to know himself.
Having nothing to do, he bores me, and calls it &lidmut.

5th March 1847—Mecanwallee.—Dewan Gunput Raie and a
tentful of fine old Ghorchurras called and had a long twaddle about
¢ the great Maharajah " who never appeared greater to them than when
he drowned 1,200 of them by swimming the Attock, himself safe on an
elephant. Dewan Doonnee Chund has been with me all day from 7 a.m.
to 7 p.M. (with exception of onc hour I gave him at noon to eat a
chupaliee).

HERBERT B. EDWARDES,
Assistant Resident.

No. 9.—Political Diary of Lieutenant H. B. Edwardes,
Assistant to the Resident at Lahore, on deputation to
Bunnoo, from the 6th to the 11th March 1847.
6th March 1847.—1 cannot remember, and have no note of, the

date up to which I'last sent in my Diary, but the whole of the three days

I remained at Mecanwallee (March 4th, 5th and 6th), while the force

was crossing the Indus was devoted to the scttlement of three cases

which were disturbing the entire district of Kuchee :—

Casc 1st.—Dispute between the Kardar Doonnee Chund and the
villagers of the flala/ of Bhuchur-ke-Wahn as to the
amount of thelast #hurrecf instalment of revenue.

Case 2nd.—Blood feud between the same z/aka/s of Bhuchur-ke-
Wahn and a district called Punjkot, or Lumbuh, in the
Mooltan territory. '

Casc 3rd.—Dispute between Doonnee Chund and the fakal of
Moch as to last bhurreef, same as Case No. 1.

The first was scttled to the mutual satisfaction of both parties, who
agrced moreover to settle the revenue of the two next crops at the
same rate, and did so accordingly. The last was settled equally
to the satisfaction of the parties concerned, by compromise, 1 being the
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only person who thought it was no settlement at all, but my only
business being to make peace and do justice when called on, [ could do
no more. The second case was the one of the most importance and
interest, amounting as it did to a civil war between two zlakahs, which
has lasted for nearly 20 years, but has broken out into great violence
during the last two. When Futtch Khan, Towanah, was Kardar of
Dera Ismael Khan and Kuchee, he interfered, and settled this dispute :
but the restitution of property involved a new quarrel, and a new list
of robberies and murders is the consequence [ made out a catalogue
of 29 men killed on one side and 22 on the other ; and about 3,0c0 head
of cattle stolen, 7., carried off, for the chaiacteristic of this quarrel
is its open violence, and daylight attacks-—ncither party make or take
any account of accidental thefts in the night. Both sides finally agreed
to a mutual restitution of plunder upon oath solemnly sworn at a
tomb in Meeanwallee, the family mausoleum of three holy brothers,
who reside here and are reverenced far and wide for the sanctity
of their lives and the miracles which they work. This restitution is
to be made within the space of a month, under penalty of paying double
as a securfty for the future when the past shall have been thus wiped
out. Both parties signed a bond by which the heads of each village
undertook to be responsible for the community they govern, ze.,
within ten days after the robbery of acow from the Lumbuhs, the
Punch of Bhuchur-ke-Wahn engaged to give up both the cow and thief
to the Kardar, or pay 20 rupees, and so on, and within one month after
the murder of a Bhuchur, the Lumbuh Punclies engage to deliver over
the murderer to the Kardar or pay 1,100 rupees. For wounds, propor-
tionate fines were fixed. The bonds given and taken were conned and
cogitated word by word by both sides, - and both seemed really happy
with the end thus put to the feud which has almost ruined them. At
sunset on the evening of the last day of this inquiry the Lumbuh and
Bhuchur villagers went out and knelt down side by side to offer up
their evening prayer, and the sight was imposing in spite of the
reflection that these murderers and robbers were most excellent and
pious Musulmen !

To interest the holy Fukeers of Meeanwallee in the adjustment of
the above dispute, I paid a visit to the oldest, by name Chiragh Alee,
and when the case was settled sent 300 rupees to the three brothers to
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be distributed in charity among their disciples and the poor, but they
only accepted Rs. 10 each, and had worldly wisdom enough to ask me
for a writing which should securce the continuance of their little village
communities when the Punjab passes into the hands of the British
Government! Of course I refused, but promised to make interest at
Lahore for a Dhurwmnurth from the Maharajah.

7th March 1847.—Marched to Muheye Ghat on the left bank of
the Indus, 11 miles, of which about half was an uninterrupted sheet of
green corn ; the rest ncarest the rviver high reedy jungle. They say
this jungle when Runjeet fiist came this way cxtended 40 koss
inland, and a road through it for the army was opened by put-
ting four elephants abreast and making them go on in front, crushing,
tearing down and trampling under foot the undisturbed vegetation of
years.

This morning I received letters from Sher Must Khan, Bazeed
Khan, Mooseh Khan, Lal Baz Khan, Alladad Khan, etc., etc., written
from near Lukkce in Murwut. They are on their way, and will be in
camp to-morrow.

Late last evening things did not look very favourably. Sher
Alee, whom I had seat to Bunnoo to bring in the Mullicks, wrote that he
rather doubted their coming without further assurances, as they were
“distracted with conflicting orders, " i.e, everybody wanted them to
come to him ﬁr§t; so not to give oftence they were coming to nobody !
This mischief is caused by Dewan Dowlut Raie, who is Kardar of Dera
Ismael Khan, and thinks his honor is concerned in bringing in the
Bunnoo Mullicks, to accomplish which he sent a Vukeel to Bunnoo,
and the Vukeel, finding pérsuasion of no avail, boldly asserted that
his master was'to havé the farming of their revenue, and had already
got the Ahillut of investment from Lahore. After consulting with
Sirdar Shumshere Sing therefore I packed off Shah Niwaz Khan of
Khutty Kheyl, by moonlight, with fresh letters to the Mullicks, assuring
them that Dowlut Raie had nothing to say to the settlement of their
revenue, which is in the hands of Sirdar Shumshere Sing, to whose
tent they had better go straight and make their submission. As a
further proof of Shah Niwaz's authority I sent two troopers of the
11th Irregular Cavalry along with him.






Sketch of a ferry boat on the Indus.

(Vide page 37)
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8th March 1847.—Crossed the Indus and encamped on the right
bank, under the Khyssore range. The Indus here is about a mile in
width and this is its lowest. [t is a grand river even now, and when in
flood, extending its arms over each side for miles and making islands of
valleys, it must be onc of the noblest in the world. Annexedis a
rough sketch of one of the ferry-boats from memory, which I give for
the curiosity of the rudder, the clumsiest adaptation of the principle
of the ‘“lever ” I ever saw. The oars proclaim the depth -and rapidity of
theriver. On the Jheylum, the Chenab, the Ravee, and even the Sutlej
the boats are worked along by poles. I saw two boatloads of
Ghorchurras cross here, and cease to wonder at the rapidity with which
the Sikh armies perform the passage of a river. All order is thrown
aside: the moment a boat touches the side an unanimous rush is made
towards it by everybody on the shore ; some horses jump in, some back,
kick, and are pushed by those behind either where they ought to go or
into the river; blows are dealt about on all sides ; each man shouts at
the top of his voice to his neighbour, but nobody listens, Every
man for himself is the order of the day, and when forty or fifty men
and horses have scuffled their way on board, and the boat will bear no
more, the boatmen push off without any warning and precipitate half
a dozen candidates for admission into the mud. The excitement that
prevails is something quite extraordinary, and a bystander would
suppose either that the troops were in hot pursuit of a flying enemy
or were themselves hard pressed and their lives depending on gaining
the other bank. Within four koss of Muheye Ghat in the Khyssore
range, I was informed, stands Kafir Kote, which I had the greatest
curiosity to visit, but could not find time. Masson talks of coming on
Kafir Kote on his road from Bunnoo to Kohat; but I suppose he has
jumbled his notes. General Cortlandt procured this morning a speci-
men of naptha which oozes out of a hill close by in abundance. The
natives are either ignorant of or indifferent to its commercial value,
and only use it as a cure for sores on their camel's backs. Camels
hereabouts are plentiful and cheap ; a man in one of General Cortlandt’s
regiments bought two for rupees ten each. General Cortlandt tried the
range of some shells manufactured at Lahore this evening, and found
them very true to 700 yards.

gth March.—Marched to Durrah-i-Tung, 114 miles from Muheye
Ghat. The road leads up the stream of the Koorrum river, which
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flows through Bunnoo, and, after irrigating Murwut and Esau Kheyl,
pours itself into the Indus near our last encamping ground. This
march is intersected with dams and dikes, and was most fatiguing
to the cattle.  Our magazine carts had not come up when I went to
bed. Sher Alee Khan having ridden his horse to death in his journey to
Bunnoo, I gave him this morning in its stead the prancing Punjabee beast
that Futteh Khan Towanah's son presented me at Mittah Towanah.
He is delighted to get it and all the syces to get rid of it. As a proof
to the people of Bunnoo that we have no intention of devastating their
country, I have advised Sirdar Shumshere Sing to leave our Ghor-
churras behind here, and the Churunjeet Cavalry at Lukkee, which is
about 15 miles from here and the same distance from Bunnoo, only
taking on with us about 300 sowars. This will prevent any altercation
about green corn, at least in Bunnoo.

roth March 1847.—Marched six miles to Dera Futteh Jung, so called
after a victory gained here by Nawab Shere Mohummud Khan of Dera
Ismael Khan over a large force of Murwut insurgents. A tree or two
mark the spot ; there is no house within miles. It is on the right bank
of the Koorrum river, on one side of whose strcam stretches the valley
of Murwut, and on the other that of Khuttuk. Hills close in the
horizon on every side, and the atmosphere is oppressive. The
traveller who has referred to Thornton's Gazettcer for a description of
Murwut will expect to find a paradise, overrun with happy peasants,
who have nothing to do but reap spontancous harvests. [ find it
at this moment a dcsert; sand, sand, sand, on every side, scantily
sprinkled with herbs which seem sick of the attempt to live. Not a
human being to be seen. Such a desolate scene I never saw. The
explanation is this : Murwut is entirely dependent on rain for cultivation.
Although a plain, it is full of undulations, and its level isin general
highest on the banks of the two rivers which flow through it, and
even if the water could be drawn up on the fields, canals would be of no
use in the sandy soil which covers the whole valley. With the excep-
tion therefore of a low patch here and there on the bauks of the
Koorrum or Goombeelah, Murwut produces nothing without rain. Should
rain fall, however, the soil makes up for lost time, and puts forth the
most luxuriant harvests. Ilence this valley is always cither a desert or
a garden. The last season has been one of drought, from the Salt Range
to Sungurh, and consequently not a green thing is to be seen,
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11th March 1847.—Marched to Lukkee, the chief town in Murwut,
nine miles and a half. About half way between Lukkee and Dera Futteh
Jung, the Koorrum is joined by the Goombeelah. The road which had
led previously up the right bank of the former river then leads up the
right bank of the latter for two or three miles, when it crosses the
Goombeelah and comes in sight of the Fort of Lukkee. In a very
excellent map of Afghanistan (by Lieutenant Macartney) which accom-
panies Elphinstone’s “ Kingdom of Cabool ” and which gives the countries
on this side of the Indus with more fullness and general accuracy than
- any other map I have met with, Lukkee is wrongly placed south of the
Goombeelah. It lies north of that river, in the angle between it and
the Koorrum ; and its inhabitants fill their water pots from the Goom-
beelah, and irrigatc there scanty fields with the Koorrum. About 200
yards from the Fort stands the town of Lukkee, or rather the ruins of
that town, for half the houses are now roofless and the bare walls all
black and burnt. The reed roofs of the other half are evidently only
just put on. The streets are strewn with fragments of a great fire,
and the whole place has a most forlorn appearance. The story is as
follows :—7The revenue of Murwut, with the exception of a few dues on
imported goods, is derived from two sources, first a sixth of the produce
of the soil, and secondly a capitation tax called pulka, imposed on all
males old enough to wear the turban, at the rate of 4 rupees a head.
There are four zillahs in Murwut—Byram Kheyl, Dreyplarah, Tajazye
and Moosah Kheyl. ‘The two latter being nearest the hills, always
escape payment : the inhabitants first refusing, and then if much pressed
flying. It is difficult to get the truth out of a Kardar, but I fancy the
other two zillahs are never very willing to pay, and only do so when
obliged. Most probably it was for this reason that Futteh Khan,
Towanah, built the strong mud fort, of which a rude sketch is attempted
overleaf. But be that as it may, when Nizam Khan called on the
men of Byram Khey! and Dreyplarah, about a month ago, to pay their
half-yearly instalment, and sent sowars out into each village to collect it,
Durikke Khan of Dreyplarah, and Lungur Khan of Byram Kheyl, passed
the word round for a midnight rising; and at the hour appointed the
drums of every village in the valley beat to arms; the sowars were
made prisoners, stripped and robbed, and the Kardar, Trilok Chund,
who was at a village called Shahbas Kheyl, on his way back from a
journey to Dera Ismacl Khan, was obliged to cut his way through the
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village and leave four sumboorahs behind him. He succeeded in
making good his retreat to a neighbouring fort named Koondee. 'The
two zillahs, who had risen, were soon joined by the other two, and then
they called in their neighbours. The Kardar states their numbers to
have been 12,000, but | believe there were never more than 4,000
Murwutees, 1,500 Vizeerecs and 300 Khuttuks, total §,8co men. The
little garrison of Lukkee, however, only mustered 250, and for 17 days
they were beset on every side. The Killadar, Nizam Khan, wrote off to
Dera Ismael Khan for reinforcements, and Sardar Mohummud Sudeek,
with 200 sowars, was sent off to Lukkee, but when he reached Esau
Kheyl, and heard what force the rebels had, he was afraid to advance ;
and at last Dewan Dowlut Raie himself, with four guns and a strong
body of Cavalry, was obliged to march to the scene of action. The
insurgents’ army left the fort when they heard of the Dewan'’s approach
and boldly advanced to meet him, but losing courage on the road
broke up and fled. The conduct of the insurgents was most outrageous
during these proceedings : they burnt the city to the ground ; plundered
the shops and houses of the [Hindoos, who constitute the chief part of
the population of Lukkee : threw up entrenchments round the fort, drove
mines under the walls, attacked and tried to scale the bastions; and
were only defeated in their attempts to take the place by the fidelity
and gallantry of the little garrison. By the Lahore Ukhbars I perceive
that the Durbar gave a handsome present to the news-writer who
communicated this good news; and I cannot refrain from expressing a
hope that the actors of the deeds themselves may reccive some mark
of the Maharajah’s favor. A son of General Sooltan Mahmood, who
brought up four guns from Dera in three days, also deserves commenda-

tion.
VisiTs.

Mullick Jaffir Khan of Bunnoo, and another Mullick named Khyddu
Khan, who shares a Tuppah with Jaffir Khan, came into camp this
morning, and, after presenting themselves to Sirdar Shumshere Sing,
paid me a visit. I applauded their wisdom, and gave them every
encouragement. Jaffir Khan was the head of one of the two great
goondees in Bunnoo, but he has lately quarrelled with his cousin
Alladad Khan, one of his chief supporters, who has now gone over to
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Sher Must Khan, head of the rival faction. This decrease of power
and influence may have something to do with his early arrival in camp,
of which, however, he makes great merit; and did not scruple to
propose at once that he should be set up as lord of Bunnoo and all
his brother Mullicks be made subject to him. If he had not the talent
or authority to keep together a faction when public opinion was
divided, I wonder how he proposes holding his own against all the
Chiefs united. I promised, however, to remember his early submission
when the revenue is being settled. '

7th March 1847.—Dewan Dowlut Raie and the Tak Jageerdars
called. The Dewan is a sneaking looking fellow without a word to say
for himself. Hyatoollah Khan, one of the Tak Khans, answered all
questions for the Dewan, and is, I understand, his right hand in all the
business of the district. He is a fine manly fellow with a true Baloch
countenance. At night Mullick Jaffir Khan crept to my tent again and
stayed talking about two hours. A AMotbir who talked Persian came
with him and interpreted the Mullick's Pushtoo. By his account the
poorer zumindars of Bunnoo are still afraid and are prepared for flight at
a moment’s warning though lingering in their homes : no wonder after
the treatment they have received.

8th March—Right bank of the Indus.—-Sher Alee Khan, and
Shah Niwaz Khan of Khutty Kheyl, my two Bunnoo deputies, returned
this morning in triumph with seven more Bunnco Chiefs, vsz., Sher
Must Khan, Mooseh Khan, Lal Baz Khan, Bazeed Khan, Zuburdust
Khan, Alladad Khan, and Nukkum Khan. They were accompanied
in their visit to me by a fat, pursy little Kazee, named Mohummud
Kassim, who talks Persian, is the mouthpiece of Sher Must’s goondee,
high priest and in fact facfotum. Meer Alum Khan also called on me
this morning ; he came in to Dowlut Raie some days agn, or rather
Dowlut Raie stopped himn on his road to meet us, and detained him till
he came himself.

&th March.—At night Meer Alum Khan paid me a second visit, with
two Molbirs, one as usual who talks Persian. His chief object apparent-
ly was to find out our intentions respecting the settlement of Bunnoo ;
and at last he said he might be relied on to do any service that was
required—for znstance to build a fort. 1 tried in vain to convince him
that we had no design to erect strongholds ; and only wished tha the
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Mullicks would pay their revenue regularly, so that the Sikh army
might never see Bunnoo any more. From their incredulous shakes of
the head, and the few words I could catch of their Pushtoo conversation
among themselves, they seemed to believe a fort would be erected and a
strong garrison left in Bunnoo for the future.

One Motbir repeatedly laughed as if he was very penetrating, and
said to Meer Alum Khan “ Killah Mutbool, Killah Mutbool!” * A
fort is the object.” The hint is not to be despised. A weak pointis
often betrayed by its defence, and thesc men may feel that the only
thing that could effectually control them would be such a fort. I was
much amused by the sazage childishness displayed by these three men
in examining my wax candle and listening to the tick of my watch,
followed by a look of awe at me as if I were a magician.

oth March 1847— Durrakh-i-7ung.—Sent for Shah Niwaz Khan of
Esau Kheyl, and his brother, and gave them a good rowing. I told all
the Bunnoo Mullicks to pitch their tents near that of Shumshere Sing ;
and this morning I found them all encamped with me. On enquiring the
cause it appeared that Shah Niwaz Khan had insisted on their pitching
near him ; Sher Ali Khan had invited them to j